
 

 
A Philosophy and Practice of Musical Worship 

 
PART 1 

UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF MUSICAL WORSHIP AT MVCC 

 

WORSHIP MUSIC SHOULD BE INTENTIONALLY SCRIPTURAL 

At MVCC worship music, like the rest of the worship service, should be filled with 

biblical quotations, imagery and allusions (Col 3:16). In some cases (as with the 

metrical Psalms) it means that the lyrics should essentially be thought-for-thought 

paraphrases of the biblical text. Even in cases when songs pursue a biblical 

theme or doctrine the biblical content behind the lyrics should be clear. We 

should be singing the Scriptures! Worship music is able to both express and 

advance the singer’s theological understanding. Thus, what we value in a 

worship song is not only creativity and artistry, but biblical and theological 

accuracy. The songs we sing in worship should be doctrinally sound. It is 

desirable to have people meditating on spiritual truths as they sing. We 

endeavor to provide fuel for meditation through theologically astute texts, 

especially regarding the doctrines of God, Christ, and Salvation. 

 

WORSHIP MUSIC SHOULD BE INTENTIONALLY GOD-GLORIFYING 

Worship music takes place for the glory and pleasure of God. As the Westminster 

Catechism states so well, our chief end is “to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” 

Scripture teaches that just as all things were created by and for Christ (Col 1:16; 

Rev 4:11), all believers are saved by and for Christ (Eph 1:6, 12, 14). Thus, we are 

striving to produce music that encourages the Lord’s people to “magnify” and 

“exalt” Him (Psalm 34:3) by reminding them of His titles, attributes, words and 

deeds. In addition, we strive to express a balance between “upward adoration” 

and “outward love.” We seek to help the congregation see our Lord as He has 

revealed Himself and to acknowledge that others will know that we are His 

disciples by our love for Him and for one another. While we trust that the songs 

will be enjoyable and edifying for the Lord’s people, they are intentionally 

balanced in expression so that the church might fulfill its purpose of glorifying 

God by singing (Eph 1:12; 3:20-21; Rom 11:36). 

 

WORSHIP MUSIC SHOULD BE INTENTIONALLY CHRIST-CENTERED 

Worship music should be distinctly “Christian” (i.e. Christ – centered). Our songs 

should make much of Jesus Christ and the glorious gospel because Christ is the 

centerpiece of human history (1 Cor 1:23a; 2:2) to which the entire Old 

Testament prophesied and the entire New Testament bears witness (Luke 24:47). 



 

MVCC is determined to produce music that will point people Christ-ward and 

help them appreciate in fresh ways the glory of Jesus’ Person and Work. We 

want to sing about Christ—His perfect life, sacrificial death, victorious 

resurrection, intercessory ministry, and glorious return! 

 

 

WORSHIP MUSIC SHOULD BE INTENTIONALLY CONGREGATIONAL 

Worship music should encourage an “every-member” ministry. While we 

appreciate purposeful and appropriate special music, we believe that God is 

uniquely glorified by congregational singing. Worship does not belong only to 

those who are specially trained or gifted, but to every believer in Jesus Christ. 

Singing praise is the responsibility of the entire body, not a select few (Eph 5:18; 

Col 3:16). These truths motivate us to produce music that is accessible, both 

textually and musically. We are not trying to be academic or classical. We 

genuinely admire oratorios by Handel or cantatas by Bach. However, we seek 

to produce music that will be useful for the average, musically-untrained church 

member. The text and music may and sometimes will stretch the worshiper, but it 

shouldn’t be “beyond” him. 

  

WORSHIP MUSIC SHOULD BE INTENTIONALLY FERVENT 

Worship music should have texts and tunes that affect the entire person—mind, 

will, and emotions (Mat 22:37-38). At times, that will require music that is quiet 

and meditative, inspiring wonder or sorrow. More often it will require music that is 

joyful and celebratory, inspiring a heartfelt and exuberant response consistent 

with the many “Shout to the Lord!” commands of the Psalms and the worship of 

Nehemiah 12:43 that was heard from afar! MVCC will strive to produce music 

that stirs the imagination and affections, encouraging appropriate emotional 

responses to the grand truths being sung. We want to help the congregation 

engage biblical truth and respond with thoughtful, whole-hearted fervency 

(John 4:24). 

 

WORSHIP MUSIC SHOULD BE INTENTIONALLY DISTINCT 

Worship texts and music should reflect the character of God in His holiness, glory, 

weight, majesty, love, grace, joy, and other perfections (Psalm 96). Though we 

recognize that the implications of this point to musical styles is necessarily 

somewhat subjective, we do desire that music promote a biblical reverence 

(Heb 12:28-29) and have a character that is distinct from most of what is heard 

outside the church. We desire that music be distinct in its quality. Of course, all 

praise is accepted by God because of Christ (Heb 13:15; 1 Pet 2:5), not because 

of our abilities. However, one way in which we demonstrate God’s glory and our 

esteem for Him is by offering Him that which is excellent. Songs, like the Old 

Testament sacrificial lambs (Ex 12:5), should be choice offerings, not the “lame” 

or “blemished” (Mal 1:8, 13-14). To that end, strive to produce music that is 

excellent artistically as well as doctrinally (Ps 33:3; 47:7). We are hopeful that the 

result will be Christ-honoring music that will point Christ’s people to Him. 

 

To God alone be glory! (Psalm 115:1) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PART 2 

FIVE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS TO WORSHIP MUSIC AT MVCC 

 

IMPLICATION #1 – CONGREGATIONAL PRAISE OVER MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

Because MVCC values congregational praise over musical performance our mix 

will feature voices “in front” of instruments. While we expect musicians to 

perform with excellence, they should recognize that the use of instruments at 

MVCC is to accompany and enhance the vocal praise offered by the 

congregation and vocalists leading.  Scripture recognizes that both vocals and 

instruments are integral parts of musical worship (Psalms 27:6; 33:2; 68:25; 95:2). It 

is the position of MVCC that the entire body be given the opportunity to join in 

the praise of God through song, thus vocals and instruments are valued but 

vocal are given priority since more congregants sing than play instruments. 

 

IMPLICATION #2 – SOUND LEVELS THAT HONOR AS MANY AS POSSIBLE 

We recognize that it is not possible to please every congregant fully in regard to 

the volume in musical worship because of the diversity of the Body of Christ and 

the resulting diversity of personal preference. Therefore, we seek to respect and 

honor one another as much as we possibly can in regards to musical worship 

volumes (Romans 14:13, 19). In keeping with this principle, the MVCC sound 

team will diligently seek to maintain sound levels between 85 and 89 decibels 

with peaks occurring no higher than 92 decibels. Sound mixing is an art and a 

science. Certain ranges of sound can be perceived as “harsher” and still be 

within the established MVCC guidelines. Members of the sound team will 

endeavor to listen for such sound and compensate accordingly. 

 

IMPLICATION #3 - SOUND LEVELS ON STAGE  

In order to maintain honoring sound levels for the congregation in the worship 

center, certain guidelines are appropriate for sound levels on stage in the 

monitors. To maintain a sound level of 85 decibels or less on stage allows for the 

“house mix” to remain within acceptable guidelines. Often musicians have a 

personal preference for more volume in their monitor. While this preference is 

completely understandable, to be effective leaders of worship musicians may 

have to sacrifice for the good of the congregation (Philippians 2:3-4). The 

musician may feel a bit uncomfortable or that they are giving less than their best 

performance as a result of the restraints on sound levels, however we 

encourage them to elevate their thinking to a level that seeks the best for all the 

Body to enhance the musical worship in praise of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

IMPLICATION #4 – MIXES SOFT TO THE CENTER 

The configuration of the worship center at MVCC presents several challenges for 

the musical worship team (that is vocalists, musicians, media, and sound 

members). There are certain locations where the sound is more pronounced 

and other spots where the sound seems less prevalent.  After conferring together 

and with sound engineers, the team has concluded the MVCC worship center is 

“hot” in the corners and “cooler” in the center. Since the sound booth is located 

in the center, team members should seek to mix “soft” to the center knowing 

that those sitting in the sides and corners of the worship center will experience 

greater levels of sound. 

 

IMPLICATION #5 – THE MUSICAL WORSHIP TEAM MUST COMMUNICATE AND WORK 

TOGETHER 

 Providing an inspiring and God-honoring musical worship experience is the 

result of multiple persons operating in harmony and unity with a lofty purpose in 

mind. Consequently, the entire musical worship team which is comprised of 

vocalists, instrumentalists, sound technicians, and media operators is responsible 

for leading the congregations is musical worship of our Lord. It is therefore 

expected that all members of the musical worship team will seek to 

communicate, cooperate, and edify one another is seeking to produce a 

musical worship service that lifts of our God and leads the congregation in 

adoration of Him who made us (Psalm 133:1; Romans 5:15; Ephesians 4:3)! 


